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Executive Director at a glance...

CDC is a community development corporation and our vision is to be an agent of change creating a community THIS PAGE

of choice. Sounds good, however lately | have been toying with the idea of changing community development to Restoration Warehouse
community transformation. Community transformation is the restoration of relationships within communities Letter from Executive Director
that have experienced fragmentation. One cannot seek transformation of individuals without also seeking Thanks & Praise

transformation of the complex institutions in which individuals live. And conversely, one cannot address the
inequities of institutions without also addressing the concerns of the individual. Jesus, throughout his earthly

ministry did not separate himself from the bitter struggles of humanity'’s experiences rather He chose to meet PAGES 2 & 3
humanity in the context of earthly place. (Michael Mata, Toward a Theology of Community Transformation). We Café Sonshine
need to keep in mind that the end goal is restoration; first with the Father through Jesus Christ, second with each Peaches & Greens
other, and third with the principalities. Aquaponics

In this newsletter, we wanted to share with you some of our community development projects that prayerfully Gardens

address being transformative and restorative. They go hand in hand with our direct ministry with youth and |
families. We often refer to our tandem work as an Ezra / Nehemiah approach. Ezra performed the priestly
functions while Nehemiah rebuilt the wall and restored the community physically. Their ministries complimented
each other.

Second Avenue Apartments
Upcoming Rehabs

e . e . Boston Edison Historic Project
Presently, Central Detroit Christian CDC runs four businesses, a fifth if you include property management of

Second Avenue Apartments (the 11 unit apartment building we renovated). We also do housing ministry on
multiple levels: housing counseling for homeowners in financial crisis and homebuyer education which hopefully
prevents the financial crisis; housing rehabs which puts families into homes as homeowners and builds their
equity; neighborhood beautification and board ups; and the stabilization of the Boston Edison Historic District,

a 900 home sub-community within the central Detroit community. The pages herein will hopefully give you a
glimpse of the community development/transformational things that CDC does. May God bless you for reading.

Beautification & Board Ups

Higher Ground Landscaping

Lisaj

o Restoration

We have a unique way of restoring our community and it’s not housing development, or should | say it’s not housing
development that we do. Restoration Warehouse is a 9000 square foot warehouse that we bought from the county for $50.
We had to do a lot of restoration to get it looking like it presently does, but it is now open for business. Well actually it is
closed for the winter and is scheduled to reopen on March 15th. Members of the community and people from around the
region converge upon the warehouse looking for items to beautify or renovate their home. Why here? Because we receive
tons of donated goods from Home Depot and Bed, Bath & Beyond. Sure we ask for a donation to cover our costs (about 10%
of value), but people get a real deal on some great new items that improve their home and bring beauty to the neighborhood.
Also housed in Restoration Warehouse is a community laundry and a community tool room. From March 15—December

15 the warehouse is open Fridays from 12-5 and Saturdays from 9-12noon. We have hired 2 people from the community to
manage the warehouse and have many members from the community volunteer.

THANKS and PRAISE

- Thanksgiving distribution with Kensington Community Church serving 630 families!

- Thanksgiving outreach with the Rojec crew at the Chatham Apartments serving 150 meals on Thanksgiving day!

- Pride for Parents Christmas Store gave 165 parents the opportunity to shop for gifts for their families. Giving was
down by 33% so we served less families, but God showed up for a joyous day.

- Anew 12 passenger van! What a great Christmas gift.

- Some wonderful year end gifts which enabled us to finish our year strong. Thank you friends!
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AquaPONICS Nowc e calied) and HIGHER GROUND
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Our ministry area is zip code 48202, one of the poorest * 71% of households earn less than $25,000 per year
neighborhoods in Michigan. God has called us to be salt and light in * Approximately 35.2% of households live below the federally prescribed poverty rate
communities of need. In central Detroit... * 40.9% of the adult population does not have a high school diploma

* 1 out of every 2 households do not have access to private transportation

* 73% of households with children have no father living in the home

* Only 18.4% of households with children are headed by a married couple

Henry Ford *

Hospital @

Since our last newsletter, we would like to acknowledge and thank our foundation, corporate and church partners who made contributions during this
time period. While we have many individual friends of CDC who also contributed during this time, we desire to protect their privacy by not listing their names.
Thanks to all for your contributions!

Skillman Foundation Kresge Foundation JP Morgan Chase Foundation Greenman’s Printing & Imaging

Clannad Foundation Bank of America Stonisch Foundation Next Detroit Neighborhood Initiative

LISC MSHDA Kensington Community Church Trinity Presbyterian Church

Home Depot OakPointe Church Ward Presbyterian Faith Covenant Church

The River Church Novo Nordisc Fairfield Christian Church Wells Fargo Foundation

Corporate FACTS St. Mary of the Hills The Johnson Foundation Grace Community Church

Flagstar Bank USDA Highland Park Baptist Church Highland Congregational Church
Faith with Works in Christ Ministry
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